Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SANA 02676 22I4I8Z 

41 

ACTION NEA-IO 

INEO OCT-OI AE-06 ISO-00 lO-IO SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 

SCCT-01 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 SY-05 DHA-02 AID-05 

CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PRS-01 DODE-00 SCA-01 /075 W 

065333 

R 22I240Z SEP 75 
PM AMEMBASSY SANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6422 
INEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ASMARA 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
USUN NEW YORK 116 

CONPIDENTIAL SANA 2676 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, YE,ET 

SUBJECT: YARG ASSISTANCE INOBTAINING RELEASE OP ASMARA HOSTAGES 
REF: STATE 225074 

1 . DURING MEETING SEP 20 I DISCUSSED BRIEFLY WITH PONMIN 
ASNAJ THE PLIGHT OP THE ASMARA HOSTAGES. I RECALLED THAT 
YARG HAS HAD PROM TIME TO TIME CONTACTS WITH THE ERITREAN 
LIBERATION PRONT AND WONDERED IF YEMEN GOVT MIGHT NOW BE IN 
POSITION TO HELP IN OBTAINING RELEASE OP HOSTAGES. ASNAJ 
SAID THAT CONTACTS BETWEEN YARG AND ELP HAVE IN THE PAST BEEN 
INTERMITTENT BUT THAT HE IS CERTAINLY PREPARED TO BE OP HELP 
IP POSSIBILITY PRESENTS ITSELP. HE PROMISED TO KEEP ME 
INPORMED OP ANY INEO COMING HIS WAY IN THIS REGARD. I 
EXPLAINED TO HIM USG POLICY WITH REGARD TO KIDNAPPED 
AMERICANS, EMPHASIZING USG REPUSAL TO PAY RANSOMS TO 
EPPECT RELEASE OP THESE PERSONS. ASNAJ SAID HE UNDERSTANDS 
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AMERICAN POSITION AND WILL KEEP THIS IN MIND. 
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2. COMMENT: WE WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP OUR EARS OPEN 
AND HOPE THAT SOMETHING MAY DEVELOP PROM THIS END. 
MEANWHILE, I AM SURE THAT IP YARG CAN BE HELPPUL IT 
WILL DO SO. 

SCOTES 
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